
 

  

Upcoming Events: 

December 7 – Membership Meeting 

January 4 – Membership Meeting 

February 1 – Membership Meeting 

March 1 – Membership Meeting 

March 17 – MPRCF Swap Meet 

April 5 – Membership Meeting 

May 3 – Membership Meeting 

June 7 – Membership Meeting 

July 5 – Membership Meeting 

August 2 – Membership Meeting 

August 24-25 – MTRCCA Fall Fly-In            
– Dickson Airport 

September 6 – Membership Meeting 

October 4 – Membership Meeting 

November 1 – Membership Meeting 

November 3 – MTRCCA Swap Meet           
– Antioch, TN 

December 7 – Membership Meeting 

 

 

Prez Says 
Fall is finally here.  With the days getting shorter 

and with the clock’s changing there is less daylight for 

flying.  Too bad since this time of year has some of the 

best flying weather you can get.  Often the winds are 

low, the temperature is comfortable, and the sky has a 

crisp and clear appearance. 

We’ve pretty much stopped with the field 

improvements for the year, other than for any 

maintenance needs that come up.  We had portions of 

the driveway and parking area wash out with the 4+ 

inches of rain that the area received a few weeks ago.  

A crew worked to place a drain pipe in the driveway and 

redistribute gravel in the parking area.  I hope that the 

pipe is large enough to handle the water flow.  Before 

the spring rains come we will need to improve the 

drainage at the entrance gate by extending the 

drainage ditch on the east side of the hill. 

One of the actions that we need to take early 
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Prez Says (cont.): 

next year is to install a solar charging station.  I am 

looking for a member to volunteer to head up this 

effort, preferably someone with some electrical 

knowhow.  We want to ensure that the system is 

both adequate for our use and safe.  If you can 

help let me know. 

 Speaking of volunteering, did you know 

that we have a Newsletter Editor position?  And 

did you know that the Newsletter Editor receives 

free membership dues?  And did you know that 

I’m serving in that position now and that I need a 

break from it?  Yes, for long hours and low pay 

you could be the next club Newsletter Editor.  Let 

me know if you are willing to handle this 

important function for the club.  I’d really 

appreciate the help. 

 On November 4, the Association held its 

Giant Regional Swap Meet at the Antioch United 

Methodist Church.  Overall the Swap Meet was 

successful.  The Association made a good return 

which will be shared with the member clubs.  

Some of the sellers did exceptionally well and 

others not so.  Many of the buyers got some great 

deals.  I want to thank Jessica Waggener for 

volunteering at the last minute to head up 

concessions when the previous volunteer fell ill.  

Thanks also to John Hagel, Jim Powers and 

Richard Ricca for manning concessions, and to 

Dick Tonan for manning registration, and to each 

for sticking around after the Swap Meet to help 

with cleanup.  MPRCF did the bulk of the work 

associated with this Swap Meet, which we will 

correct in the future as we better spread the 

workload to the other clubs. 

                  Continued 

 

November Meeting Minutes: 

The meeting, held at the field, was called to order by 

Dan Wandell @ 6:09pm.  There were 17 members 

present.  There were two guests. 

The October meeting minutes were accepted as 

published in the newsletter. 

The October Treasurer’s report was read and accepted. 

There were 2 new members added during October. 

Old Business: 

 Upcoming local events: 

 Association Fall Swap Meet at Antioch, TN 
– November 4 

 Indoor Flying – Smyrna, TN – every 
Tuesday – contact Family Hobbies for 
info. 

 Peeler Park Club Fly-In – November, 11 – 
Madison, TN 

 

Association Swap Meet: 

The Association’s Swap Meet is this Saturday, 

November 4.  All of the allotted tables have been 

sold but additional space is being secured to 

place more tables.  It should be a great event.  

Volunteers are needed to help during the event 

especially concessions and registration.  

Members are reminded that the club benefits 

from their efforts as the proceeds are distributed 

to member clubs. 

      Continued 



  

November Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

Field Development: 

This will be the last meeting minutes where details of older completed items will be listed.  In the future only 

recently completed items will be noted. 

The following list of action items was discussed. 

  Completed Actions: 

 Lease Agreement signed 

 2017 lease payment issued 

 Certificate of Insurance Issued 

 Announcement to general public 

 Murfreesboro and Stones River airports notified 

 Remove and burn trees 

 Close/block unused service road entrances and place no trespassing signs at the Greenway 

entrances to the service roads 

 Determined runway layout 

 Determine pits and parking layout 

 Determined driveway layout 

 Small field – Board approved the field’s use for drones, etc. – no further action until interest is 

expressed 

 Establish sound abatement program 

 Grade field and pit area 

 Place rock/gravel on driveway – including drain pipes 

 Improve road entrance to allow left turns 

 Parking area – placed rock 

 Install road gate 

 Install field gate 

 Put up entrance signs 

 Porta-Potty delivered 

 Add barrier fencing at field gate 

 Move club items from Carl’s 

 Install windsock/flagpole base 

 Install windsock 

 Harley Rake the field and roll 

 Seed pits and runway 

 Install fabric runway 

 

Since October Meeting: 

 Install tape on center seam 
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Nov. Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

 

 Installed pilot flight stations 

 Prepared and seeded areas left bare 

after fabric installation 

  

Pending Actions: 

 Establish an address for emergency 

responders?? 

 Remove and spray weeds at fence line 

at entrance (remove fence?) 

 Remove a few more trees at north 

approach 

 Remove stumps in runway at the 

north end 

 Remove rocks and other debris in the 

east runway perimeter 

 Evaluate/repair starting stations 

 Clean tables/chairs/bleachers 

 Add “X” to runway ends? 

 

Airplane Setup for Gerry Rollins: 

Purchased an e-Flite 1.2m BNF T-28 from Family 

Hobbies.  $120 of budget remains for batteries 

and a charger. 

Storage Container: 

Need to install a ramp; John Dudinetz 

volunteered to handle.  Need to install a locking 

dividing wall (maybe roll-up door?) and install 

vents for cooling and for battery venting. 
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Prez Says (cont.): 

Voting for the 2018 officers will take place 

at the December membership meeting.  I suspect 

that those on the ballot will be duly elected, 

especially considering that there are no contested 

offices.    An email was sent to each member 

listing the nominees. 

On November 9, I had the chance to take a 

flight on the Experimental Aircraft Association 

(EAA)/Liberty Aviation Museum’s 1928 Ford Tri-

Motor.  Later in the Newsletter are pictures.  It 

was an interesting experience.  They had the 

airplane open to anyone, regardless of if they 

were taking a flight or not, to thoroughly check it 

out.  The flight was a blast.  It was loud; it 

vibrated; it was slow; and it wasn’t overly 

comfortable; but, it was a piece of aviation history 

that I’m glad I didn’t pass up the chance to 

experience. 

All of the hard work that members have 

given during the field development is now paying 

dividends.  There has been a lot of flying activity 

going on at the field.  It’s great to see guys getting 

out and using the field, especially during the 

weekdays.  We have missed having that 

opportunity the last few years. 

I encourage members to join the club’s 

Facebook group so that they can post when they 

are thinking of going to the field.  It’s a great tool 

for finding out if others are going flying.  Not only 

is it safer to fly with others, it’s more fun too! 

If I don’t see you before the Holidays, have 

a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas, and a 

Happy New Year. 

Well…that’s it for this month.  Dan 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

November Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

Charging Station: 

We have batteries.  The remaining equipment needs to be purchased and installed.  No action since the last 

meeting. 

Covered Structure: 

We will be installing garage port structures.  Inquiries were made with several local suppliers, Watson’s 

Portable Buildings, and MetalMax Steel Buildings.  Further evaluation will need to be made to determine size, 

number of units, placement, etc. prior to purchase. 

Safety and Flight Rules: 

The Rules were slightly amended as a result of input from the last meeting and they have been implemented.  

Members are now expected to adhere to these rules. 

 

2018 Officer Nominations: 
 
Dick Tonan reported the following officer nominations.  Each has accepted the nomination.  There were no 
nominations received at the meeting. 

 President-Dan Wandell 

 Vice-President-Dick Tonan 

 Treasurer-John Hagel 

 Safety Coordinator-Jim Powers 

 Event Coordinator-Richard Ricca 

 Field Maintenance Director-John Dudinetz 

New Business: 

Request from TN Veteran’s Home: 
 
An inquiry was received from the TN Veteran’s Home asking if the club would be willing to make a 
presentation to their residents and perhaps allow them to visit the field sometime.  Of course the club will do 
this.  We will need a volunteer(s) to coordinate this effort. 

 
2018 Events: 
 
With us now having a field, we now have the opportunity to hold events.  Members are asked to offer 
suggestions for events.  For sure we will hold a Model Aviation Day event.  Maybe we can host the 
Association’s Spring Fellowship Fly-In? 
 
EAA Ford Tri-Motor Tour: 
 
The Tri-Motor will visit Murfreesboro from November 9-12 for rides.  The cost is $70 in advance or $75 at the 
door for a 30 minute experience (15 minute flight). 
 

Continued 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

Nov. Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

 

Club Orientation Airplane: 

 

Members discussed the club acquiring an orientation airplane to be used for introductory flights for potential 

members and for spectators.  It was also discussed that an introductory drone might have value too.  Any 

aircraft acquired for this purpose would not be used for flight instruction.  Jerry Miller may have an airplane to 

donate.  Further action tabled until later. 

 

December Meeting Location: 

The December meeting will be held at O’Charley’s.  This will be a regular business meeting.  It was noted that 

as attendance increases at the meetings we may need to look at alternate meeting sites. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:43pm. 



 

  

Ford Tri-Motor visit to Murfreesboro 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos From the Field – November 2017 



 

 

 

  



 

An Informative Article on Control Setup 

 



  



 



 


