
 

  

Upcoming Events: 

January 4 – Membership Meeting 

February 1 – Membership Meeting 

March 1 – Membership Meeting 

March 17 – MPRCF Swap Meet 

April 5 – Membership Meeting 

May 3 – Membership Meeting 

June 7 – Membership Meeting 

July 5 – Membership Meeting 

August 2 – Membership Meeting 

August 24-25 – MTRCCA Fall Fly-In            
– Dickson Airport 

September 6 – Membership Meeting 

October 4 – Membership Meeting 

November 1 – Membership Meeting 

November 3 – MTRCCA Swap Meet           
– Antioch, TN 

December 7 – Membership Meeting 

January 3, 2019 – Membership Meeting 

 

 

Prez Says 
As I write this it is nearly 2018.  I hope that 

everyone has a Happy New Year.  2017 was a good year 

for the club and I expect that 2018 will be even better. 

The development of the new field was a big 

undertaking and I think that it turned out great.  We still 

have some improvements to make but we’ve made a 

terrific start.  I want to thank all of the club members 

who dedicated their time and resources toward the 

field’s development.  Without these volunteers things 

don’t get done. 

I encourage all members to view our club as if 

you are an owner and not simply a guest.  As an owner, 

you have a vested interest in, and an incentive to, 

improve the club in all areas.  There are a lot of 

improvements needing to be done and I need 

volunteers to step up to help get them done.  Please 

review the Meeting Minutes in this Newsletter and 
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Prez Says (cont.): 

consider volunteering to lead one of the areas 

that are currently leaderless.  Leading the effort 

doesn’t mean that you do it all the work, it means 

that you coordinate getting it done. 

 Speaking of volunteers, Jessica Waggener 

has graciously volunteered to be the club’s 

Newsletter Editor starting in January.  Thanks 

Jessica!!  Members are encouraged to submit 

items for possible inclusion in the newsletter to 

Jessica or me.  Pictures, articles, etc. are welcome. 

 I’m looking forward to the 2018 flying 

season.  Now that we have a club field I hope to 

see us hold some events during the year.  Hosting 

events has always been a lot of fun and it is also a 

good way for the club to raise money for club 

operations or for charity.  If you have an idea for 

an event let our Event Coordinator, Richard Ricca, 

or me, know. 

 For those who may not know, Family 

Hobbies sponsors indoor flying during the winter 

months.  Every Tuesday (except 1/2/18) through 

the end of February, from 6:30 to 9:30pm, there 

is indoor flying at the Highlands Heights Church in 

Smyrna.  See the flyer later in the Newsletter for 

more information. 

Voting for the 2018 officers took place at 

the December membership meeting.  As 

expected, all nominees were unanimously 

elected.   I want to thank Don Perry and Greg 

Doe, who both retired from office, for their help 

this past year and I welcome John Dudinetz and 

Richard Ricca as our newest officers. 
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December Meeting Minutes: 

The meeting, held at O’Charley’s, was called to order by 

Dan Wandell @ 6:05pm.  There were 12 members 

present.  There was 1 guest. 

The November meeting minutes were accepted as 

published in the Newsletter. 

The November Treasurer’s report was read and 

accepted. 

There were 5 new members added since the last 

meeting. 

Old Business: 

 Upcoming local events: 

 Indoor Flying – Smyrna, TN – every 
Tuesday – contact Family Hobbies for 
info. 

 

Association Swap Meet: 

The Association’s Swap Meet was a good event.  

The Association netted about $1,500 which will 

be included in the year-end distribution to the 

member clubs.  MPRCF did more than its share of 

the organizing and running of the event.  In the 

future, a better distribution of the workload 

between the clubs will be done.  Those members 

who volunteered to help with the event were 

thanked. 
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December Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

Field Development: 

  Since November Meeting: 

 Removed some trees from the north end 

 Installed drain pipe at the field gate 

 Established an address for emergency responders – 1004 Central Valley Road, Murfreesboro, 

TN 37129 

 Fence line at the entrance has been removed by the city 

  

Pending Actions: 

 Remove trees at north approach 

 Remove stumps in runway at the north end 

 Remove rocks and other debris in the east runway perimeter 

 Add “X” to runway ends 

 Install giant scale starting stations 

 Install sign with field’s address and emergency responder phone numbers 

 Seed in the spring 

 

Field Maintenance Items: 

 Fix drainage at the entrance gate 

 Evaluate/repair starting stations 

 Clean tables/chairs/bleachers 

 Shore up field gate which is sagging 

 Relocate pilot stations 

 Install first aid box  

 

Airplane Setup for Gerry Rollins: 

Purchased an e-Flite 1.2m BNF T-28 from Family Hobbies.  $120 of budget remains for batteries and a 

charger.  No action since last meeting. 

Storage Container: 

Need to install a ramp; John Dudinetz volunteered to help coordinate.  Need to install a locking dividing wall 

(maybe roll-up door?) and install vents for cooling and for battery venting.  No action since last meeting. 

Charging Station: 

We have batteries.  The remaining equipment needs to be purchased and installed.  John Dudinetz 

volunteered to help coordinate.  No action since the last meeting. 

  

Continued 



  
 

Dec. Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

Garage Ports: 

Inquiries were made with several suppliers: 

Watson’s Portable Buildings, MetalMax Steel 

Buildings, and Horizon Steel Structures.  Further 

evaluation will need to be made to determine 

size, number of units, and placement prior to 

purchase.  No action since last meeting. 

Club Orientation Airplane: 

 

We remain on the lookout for an airplane to be 

used as an orientation airplane for introductory 

flights for potential members and spectators.  

Securing an introductory drone might have value 

too.  Any aircraft acquired for this purpose would 

not be used for flight instruction. 

 

TN Veteran’s Home Presentation/Field Visit: 

 

The TN Veteran’s Home, located in Murfreesboro 

near the VA, asked if the club could make a 

presentation to their residents and allow them to 

visit the field sometime.  Dick Tonan and Richard 

Ricca volunteered to coordinate this effort.  No 

action since last meeting. 

 

2018 Events: 

 

Members are asked to offer suggestions for 

events that they would like to see held at the 

field.  We plan to host an Open House sometime 

during the spring.  We will host a Model Aviation 

Day event (jointly with Cane Ridge) in August. 
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Prez Says (cont.): 

If you’re looking for something different to 

do over winter, stop by the Tennessee Valley 

Model Railroad Club located in Smyrna behind 

the Shoney’s Restaurant.  They are open for 

visitors every Saturday from 10:00 to 4:00pm.  

They have quite a setup with “miles” of scale 

track going through some pretty cool dioramas.  

For info check out their website: 

http://tennesseevalleymodelrailroadclub.org/ma

in.html 

In case you are not aware, the FAA 

requirement to register UAVs over .55lbs has 

been reinstated.  Per the AMA: “On December 12, 

2017, President Trump signed legislation that will 

reverse the earlier court ruling in the John Taylor 

case and restore the FAA’s UAS registration 

requirement, including for AMA members.”  For 

more information see the AMA’s website: 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/faa-

uas-faq.aspx. 

Take care to register directly with the FAA’s 

website: https://registermyuas.faa.gov/.  There 

are many websites that will help you register but 

they come with a fee that is unnecessary since the 

registration process is very easy. 

Consistent with the AMA's position, MPRCF 

encourages compliance but we will not police 

compliance – that remains the responsibility of 

each individual member. 

Well…that’s it for 
this month. 
 
Happy New Year!! 

Dan 
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December Meeting Minutes (cont.):  

Consideration may be given to hosting the Association’s Spring Fellowship Fly-In in June. 

 

2018 Officer Election: 

 

The following were unanimously elected: 

 President-Dan Wandell 

 Vice-President-Dick Tonan 

 Treasurer-John Hagel 

 Safety Coordinator-Jim Powers 

 Event Coordinator-Richard Ricca 

 Field Maintenance Director-John Dudinetz 

 

New Business: 

2018 Association distribution: 

 

We expect to receive about $660 from the Association for the 2018 net proceeds from the Association’s three 

events. 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

 

We need a Newsletter Editor.  The Editor received free dues the following year they serve.  No one has 

volunteered so the search will continue.  Without a volunteer the Newsletter may stop being published. 

 

Swap Meet: 

 

The Swap Meet will be held on March 17.  We need to formalize the contract with the armory. 

 

2018 Dues: 

 

The 2018 dues were discussed and it was decided to maintain the same dues amounts for 2018.  Members 

were reminded that dues paid after March 1 will be subject to a $15 reinstatement fee so everyone is 

encouraged to renew before then.  Reminder emails will be sent out. 

 

January Meeting Location: 

The January meeting will be held at O’Charley’s. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:19pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Look who made the AMA Magazine! 



  
Photos From the Field – December 2017 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



 

 
Radio Programming Basics 











 


