November Mee ng Minutes:

Prez Sez (cont.):

The mee ng, held at O’Charley’s, was called to order
by VP. Dick T., @ 6:03pm. There were 15 members
present. There were three guests.

Highland Heights Church of Christ in Smyrna from 6:00
p.m. un l 9:00 p.m.. Check out the ﬂyer later in the
Newsle er for more informa on.

The October mee ng minutes were accepted as
published in the newsle er.

Oﬃcer nomina ons were closed at the
November mee ng. All current oﬃcers volunteered to
remain in their posi ons for 2019 except for the
President. The President’s posi on will be ﬁlled by Tim
DeWi who volunteered to serve. Thanks Tim for
stepping up!! Since all posi ons are running
unopposed, I suspect that all will be duly elected.

The October Treasurer’s report was read and accepted.
There was one new member added since the last
mee ng.
Old Business:
Upcoming local events:


Associa on Fall Swap Meet – An och –
November 3

Field Development/Maintenance:
Completed since last mee ng:


Addi onal seeding and lime were
put down



Rocks and other debris in the
east runway perimeter were
removed

I want to thank Dick T. for running the last two
month’s mee ngs in my absence. Too much
vaca oning on my part...not.
Our next mee ng will be at the O’Charley’s
Restaurant, located on Memorial Blvd., on Thursday,
December 6, star ng at 6:00 p.m.. Come out earlier if
you want to socialize or grab a bite to eat. Guests are
always welcome to a end. For those who like to eat at
the mee ngs I want to remind you that once a month
O’Charley’s has a coupon insert included with other sale
ﬂyers and inserts that arrive in the mail; generally later
in the month. At least in Murfreesboro that is. They
always have 20% oﬀ coupons which is a pre y good
discount. A penny saved...
I hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving
and if I don’t see you before the holidays, have a Happy
Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.

Con nued…

Well…that’s it for this month.
Dan

November Mee ng Minutes (cont.):
Remaining:


Add “X” to runway ends – on hold for now



Install safety sign with ﬁeld’s address and emergency responder phone numbers. Dick T.
has design approved; wai ng to be made.



Add rock to entrance



Paint container – on hold for now

The ﬁeld was closed to allow the grass to grow without damage. It was reopened on October 13.
MTRCCA Swap Meet:
The Associa on’s Swap Meet will be held this Saturday, November 3, in An och. Members are reminded
that our club beneﬁts from this event and that we need to do our share and volunteer to help run the
event and/or a end in support.
Airplane Setup for Gerry:
Remains open.
TN Veteran’s Home Presenta on/Field Visit:
This event will be re-scheduled for the spring. Dick T. will handle the arrangements.
Carport and Container Ligh ng:
Tim D. volunteered to evaluate the use of LED strip ligh ng for both applica ons.
Revised Safety and Flight Rules:
Members were reminded to ensure compliance with the Safety and Flight Rules including the boundary
areas.

Con nued…

November Mee ng Minutes (cont.):
2019 Oﬃcer Nomina ons:
2019 Oﬃcer and Board nomina ons were closed. All posi ons are running unopposed. The nominees
are:
President – Tim DeWi
Vice-President – Dick Tonan
Treasurer – John Hagel
Safety Coordinator – Jim Powers
Contest/Event Coordinator – Richard Ricca
Field Maintenance Director – John Dudinetz
The elec on will be held at the December Membership Mee ng.
New Business:
December Mee ng Loca on:
The December mee ng will be held at O’Charley’s Restaurant.
Mee ng adjourned at 6:40pm.

Scale lights
Up un l a few years ago, the only lights we would add were scale detail lights that match the full-size counterparts. Many of these
lights are available from RAm Electronic Devices (www.ramrcandramtrack.com). They include ﬂashing naviga on lights, strobes,
rota on beacons, and landing lights. Scale lights make it possible to ﬂy at night but they mainly make our scale aircra look good at
early dawn and a er sunset, or during the day at a scale contest. Scale lights are more of a scale detail that adds to your aircra ,
rather than something that allows you to see your aircra be er at night.
LED lights
When LED lights were ﬁrst introduced, they were not bright enough to use as a light source for our night-ﬂying planes. But the new
breeds of LED lights are plenty bright enough to make ﬂying at night a breeze and they consume a low amount of power. This
allows the lights to be powered by the same ba ery as the motor. Basically, LED lights are the choice for anyone wan ng to get
into nigh me ﬂying. I am using LED lights from Common Sense RC (www.commonsenserc.com) and DW Foamies
(www.dwfoamies.com).

One of the biggest issues for ﬂying at night is plane orienta on and these bright lights come in many diﬀerent colors, which make
plane orienta ng at night possible and easy to do. Installa on could not be easier because of the availability of adhesive backed
LED lights strips in diﬀerent lengths, which can be cut for a custom ﬁt.
Installing lights
To install the lights, the ﬁrst step I took was to plan out where they would plug in; from there, I just laid out the lights so they
would radiate out from that point. This center spot was where the ba ery connects to the speed control, which was from where I
started webbing out the lights. I laid out a pa ern from the p of the wing to my star ng point, cut the light strips to length and
then soldered on the connectors.


1 First, I have to measure out the strips of lights and lay them over a design or pa ern on the plane. I then plan out my
route back to the connec on point at the ba ery. I am going to use diﬀerent color lights for the top and bo om of the
wings and diﬀerent ones running down the top of the fuselage. Three diﬀerent colors will be used. The top and bo om
wing will have a diﬀerent light layout to aid on the orienta on of the plane at night.


 2 The light strip starts at the ba ery plug and works out along the wing crea ng my top design. Any point that requires me
to make a sharp angle with the light strip will require jumper wires to be soldered onto the ends of the light strips.



 3 On the bo om of the wings, I have a diﬀerent color light strip with less of a design incorporated. This will make it easy to
dis nguish the top and bo om of the plane. The LED strips have a peel-and-s ck surface on the bo om so installa on is
easy. If there is any area that is not sealing down, I just use some tape or a quick drop of hot glue to hold it in place.


 4 This strip running along the top edge of the fuselage will light up the canopy outline and give me a good reference point
to keep the plane orientated in the air. This strip of lights could be ran completely around the plane but I kept them oﬀ the
bo om just in case I cannot pull the plane out of the air during a hover and it has to land on its belly.



 5 To prevent any possibility of the lights shor ng out (don’t forget they are a ached to a LiPo ba ery), I use a good sized
drop of hot glue at all solder joints. This will insulate the connectors and prevent any possibility of the wires touching each
other or the joints from pulling loose.


 6 These high-intensity LED lights are used to light up the side of the plane. They are mounted above and below the wing so
that the light will shine on the side of the fuselage. This creates a spotlight eﬀect on the plane regardless of its a tude. I
was pleasantly surprised at how easy it was to ﬂy a plane at night with this type of ligh ng on it.


 7 Here are the two planes a er the lights are all installed, hooked up, and ready for some night ﬂying. As you can see, these
planes are very easy to see in the dark and the lights are simple to install and use.

 Last thoughts
 Customizing my plane for night ﬂying was a simple and straigh orward project that makes it easy for anyone to add lights
to their plane. I would recommend trying nigh me ﬂying for the ﬁrst me just a er the sun goes down because this will
give you a li le more light with which to begin your journey. Another thing you can do is to ﬂy during a full moon; you will
be surprised at how much the moon can light up the ﬂying ﬁeld!
 It’s also a good idea to ﬂy in an area where the ground is very ﬂat and there are few obstacles on the ground to run into.
Even though the lights do brighten up the ground when the plane gets close, things will sneak up on you in the dark before
you have me to react. Trust me on this — enjoy!

